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There are many ways to qualify or add further detail  
to adjectives. Some types of adjectives can only be 
modified in certain ways.

New language  Non-gradable adjectives

Vocabulary  Qualifying words

New skill  Adding detail to descriptions

Qualifying descriptions

KEY LANGUAGE NON-GRADABLE ADJECTIVES
Most adjectives can be modified with grading adverbs, such 
as “slightly,” “very,” and “extremely.” Non-gradable adjectives 
cannot be modified in this way. These adjectives tend to fall 
into three categories: extreme, absolute, and classifying.

EXTREME ADJECTIVES

Extreme adjectives are stronger 
versions of gradable adjectives, 
such as “awful,” “hilarious,” 
“fantastic,” or “terrifying.”

ABSOLUTE ADJECTIVES

Absolute adjectives cannot be 
graded because they describe fixed 
qualities or states, such as “unique,” 
“perfect,” or “impossible.”

CLASSIFYING ADJECTIVES

Classifying adjectives are used to 
say that something is of a specific 
type or class, such as “American,” 
“nuclear,” or “medical.”

Gradable adjectives like “good” can 
be modified with grading adverbs 

like “extremely” and “very.”

Non-gradable adjectives like 
“fantastic” cannot be modified 

by grading adverbs.

It is not possible for something 
to be more or less unique.

The sense of “extremely” is 
already incorporated here.
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WRITE THE ADJECTIVES FROM THE PANEL IN THE CORRECT CATEGORIES

MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT

CLASSIFYINGABSOLUTEEXTREME
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE 

KEY LANGUAGE NON-GRADING ADVERBS

FURTHER EXAMPLES NON-GRADING ADVERBS

Some adverbs can be used 
to qualify non-gradable 
adjectives. These are called 
“non-grading adverbs,” and 
often mean “entirely” or 
“almost entirely.” They 
cannot usually be used with 
gradable adjectives.
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KEY LANGUAGE “REALLY,” “FAIRLY,” AND “PRETTY”
A few adverbs can be used with both gradable 
and non-gradable adjectives. They are “really” 
(meaning “very much”), and “pretty” and “fairly” 
(both meaning “quite a lot but not very”).

Non-gradable

Gradable

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Two business partners, James and Maria, have just watched 
several presentations from product developers. They are 
discussing which products to invest in.

TIP
Note that “fairly” can  

have a negative  
connotation and so is not 
normally used to suggest 
something is very good  

or necessary.
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KEY LANGUAGE “QUITE”
You can use “quite” with 
both gradable and 
non-gradable adjectives. 
In US English, it usually 
means “very.” In UK 
English, it weakens 
gradable adjectives to 
mean “not very,” but 
strengthens non-gradable 
adjectives to mean “very” 
or “completely.”

READ THE PRODUCT REVIEWS AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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READ THE TEXT, THEN FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PHRASES IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Non-gradable adjectives   Qualifying words   Adding detail to descriptions  
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